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The 26th June at 10 A.M.
Colonel Clive having returned an answer to our letter It was read at the
Board.
Ordered it to be entered after this day's consultation.
The Colonel having therein accepted the offer made him by the Board
of presiding in the Company's affairs in Bengal till a person is appointed from
Europe,
Agreed the charge of the factory with the Hon'ble Company's books and
papers, the ballance of cash and one of the keys of the Treasury be delivered
him as President and Governour of this settlement.
Wm. Watts/C. Manningham / Richd, Becher/M. Collett/Jno. Boddara.
Enclosure 2
To the Hon'ble Watts Esqre., and the rest of the Gentlemen of the Council of
Fort William.
Gentlemen,
1.    I have received your letter of this day's date and cannot sufficiently
express the grateful sense I have of the favourable opinion you are pleased to
entertain of me the which has induced you to desire my acceptance of the
Presidency at this critical time.
2.    Though I think I have cause to be dissatisfyd with the Court of
Directors for laying me aside in their new form of government without any
reason assigned, after having named me as head of the General Committee in
the letter of the 3rd August last, yet animated by the noble example of
publick spirit which you have set me I have determined to wave all private
considerations where the general good is concerned, and as there is no doubt
that the government of a single person, involved as we are now with the
country powers, must have infinite advantages over the complicate form of
government established from home, I shall from that motive (though both my
health and private concerns strongly require my returning to Europe) accept
the offer you have done me the honour to make me till such time as our
employers have appointed a President in the usual form.
3.    I cannot omit testifying my acknowledgments, gentlemen, to you all in
general for the zeal you have discovered for the service of our masters an this
occasion, but in particular to you who have been nominated in the rotation of
Governours.   You have made such a sacrifice that few, if any, instances can be
shown of the like.   You have of your own accord parted with the dignity of
government and all the advantages therein annexed because you apprehended
that the Company's affairs could not be properly conducted under a govern-
ment so constituted.
4.    Unequal as I am to the weighty task of directing this Presidency,
especially in civil matters to which I have never been able to give due attention
on account of my military avocations, I am now, gentlemen, to beg the
assistance of your advice and hope you will persevere in the zeal you have